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Plaintiffs AMY YASBECK, INDIVIDUALLY; CARLY- RITTER; TYLER RITTER;

JASON RITTER; AND STELLA RITTER, A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HER GUARDIAN
AD LITEM, AMY YASBECK, for causes of action against the defendants; and DOES 1 to 120,
Inclusive and complain and allege as follows:

"
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ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES QF ACTION

1. Plaintiffs AMY YASBECK, Individually; CARLY RITTER; TYLER RITTER;
JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her Guardian Ad Litem, AMY
YASBECK are the surviving wife and children, respectively, of decedent JOHN RITTER. This is
a wrongful death case against the hospital and medical professionals that caused the untimely
death of John Ritter by misdiagnosing his condition and, as a consequence, failing to provide
proper treatment in connection with an ascending aortic aneurysm that would have saved his life.

2. Said plaintiffs constitute all of the heirs at law of JOHN RITTER, deceased, and
are now and at all times mentioned herein were citizens of the State of California, County of Los
Angeles. At the time of death, decedent JOHN RITTER was a citizen and resident of the State of
California, County of Los Angeles.

3, DOES 1 to 120, Inclusive, are sued herein under fictitious names because their true
names and capacities whether individual, associate, corporate, governmental or otherwise are
unknown to plaintitfs. Plaintiffs will ask leave of this Court to amend this complaint to assert the
true names and capacities of said defendants when same are ascertained. Plaintiffs are informed
and believe and thereon allege that each of the defendants designated herein as DOE or named are
negligently, carelessly, recklessly, strictly or otherwise responsible in some manner for the events
and happenings herein referred to and caused damages directly and proximately thereby to
plaintiffs.

4. The defendants are sued as principals or agents, servants, and employees of said
principals and/or agents of each other and all of the acts performed as agents and employees were
performed within the course and scope of their authority and employment and/or agency and with
the consent of each of the defendants.

5. Prior to the commencement of this action notice was given 1o the named defendants
herein pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §364.

6. At all times mentioned herein defendant PROVIDENCE ST. JOSEPH MEDICAL
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CENTER and Does 1 through 15, and each of them, were engaged in and licensed to operate the
business of and were maintaining and offering hospital facilities to the public and to plaintiffs,
AMY YASBECK, Individually; CARLY RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and
STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK, and to
plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, and were doing business within the City of Burbank, County
of Los Angeles, State of California.

7. At all times mentioned herein defendants BURBANK EMERGENCY MEDICAL
GROUP, INC. and DOES 16 through 25, and each of them, were medical groups without being
limited thereto, in the City of Burbank, County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly licensed
o provide emergency physicians. Each of said defendants at all times mentioned herein held
themselves out to the general public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, Individually; CARLY
RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her
Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, as possessing
that degree of skill, training, knowledge, ability and learning as medical groups and/or providing
doctors in their respective communities, as well as skilled careful and diligent in the providing of
medical specialties.

8. At all times mentioned herein defendants LAWRENCE WELLS, M.D. and DOES
26 through 35, and each of them, were practicing physicians and/or medical doctors and/or
medical specialists, and/or certified technicians, without being limited thereto, in the City of
Burbank, County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly licensed to practice medicine under the
laws of the State of California. Each of said defendants at all times mentioned herein held
themselves out to the general public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, Individually; CARLY
RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her
Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, as possessing
that degree of skill, training, knowledge, ability and learning as medical practitioners and/or
medical specialists in their respective communities, as well as skilled careful and diligent in the
practice and profession of medicine and/or medical specialties.
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9. At all times mentioned herein defendants ELT RALPH CAPOUYA, M.D. and
DOES 36 through 50, and each of them, were practicing physicians and/or medical doctors and/or
medical specialists, and/or certified technicians, without being limited thereto, in the City of
Burbank, County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly licensed to practice medicine under the
laws of the State of California. Each of said defendants at all times meniioned herein held
themselves out to the general public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, INDIVIDUALLY;
CARLY RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and
through her Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintifts’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, as
possessing that degree of skill, training, knowledge, ability and learning as medical practitioners
and/or medical specialists in their respective communities, as well as skilled careful and diligent in
the practice and profession of medicine and/or medical specialties.

[0. At all times mentioned herein defendants JOSEPH LEE, M.D. and DOES 51
through 65, and each of them, were practicing physicians and/or medical doctors and/or medical
specialists, and/or certified {echnicians, without being limited thereto, in the City of Burbank,
County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly licensed to practice medicine under the laws of
the State of California. Each of said defendants at all times mentioned herein held themselves out
10 the general public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, Individually; CARLY RITTER; TYLER
RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her Guardian Ad
Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, as possessing that degree of
skill, training, knowledge, ability and learning as medical practitioners and/or medical specialists
in their respective communities, as well as skilled careful and diligent in the practice and
profession of medicine and/or medical specialties.

1t. At all times mentioned herein defendants RICHARD J. KROOP, M.D. and DOES
66 through 75, and each of them, were practicing physicians and/or medical doctors and/or
medical specialists, and/or certified technicians, without being limited thereto, in the City of
Burbank, County of Los Angeles, State of California, duly licensed to practice medicine under the

laws of the State of California. FEach of said defendants at all times mentioned herein held
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themselves out to the general public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, INDIVIDUALLY;
CARLY RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER. a minor by and
through her Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, as
possessing that degree of skill, training, knowledge, ability and leamning as medical practitioners
and/or medical specialists in their respective communities, as well as skilled careful and diligent in
the practice and profession of medicine and/or medical specialties.

12. At all times mentioned herein defendants DOES 76 through 90, and each of them,
were nurses, technicians, .x-ray technicians, pharmacists, pharmacies, laboratory technicians, and
laboratories engaged in and licensed to operate the business of and maintaining and offering
laboratory facilities to the public and to plaintiffs, AMY YASBECK, Individually, CARLY
RITTER; TYLER RITTER; JASON RITTER; and STELLA RITTER, a minor by and through her
Guardian Ad Litem, AMY YASBECK and to plaintiffs’ decedents, and to the physicians and
hospitals herein and others involved in the ancillary services and facilities incidental to the
operation of a hospital and/or the providing of health services, as well as to each of the other
defendants. Said DOES at all times herein mentioned were the agents, employees and servants of
each other and each other defendant, and in doing the things hereinafter mentioned were acting
within the scope of their authority as such agents, employees and servants and with the consent of
each of their co-defendants and principals.

13. At all times mentioned herein defendants DOES 91 through 110, and each of them,
were entitics, corporations, partnerships, individuals, unincorporated associations, or otherwise
which in some way had contracted wilh, contends it contracted with, provided in some manner
medical care and treatment or ancillary services or otherwise were concerned with or dealt with
plaintifts herein.

14. At all times mentioned herein defendants DOES 111 through 120, and each of
them, were engaged in and licensed to practice the business of maintaining and offering hospital
and clinic facilities and the providing of physicians to the public and to plaintiffs. Each of said

defendants at all times mentioned herein was a corporation or other business entity duly organized
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and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of California, County of Los Angeles.
Said defendants were licensed to operate businesses besides that of hospital facilities and did so at
all times relevant hereto.

5.  That beginning on or about September 11, 2003, and thereafter, without being
limited thereto, Defendants and DOES 1 through 120, and each of them, medically treated and
cared for Plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, without being limited thereto. During said period
of time Defendants, and each of them, undertook for compensation the medical diagnosis, care,
treatment, angiography surgery, post surgical care, observation, and attention of John Ritter, as
well as providing all operative care and tests and furnishing all necessary equipment, facilities,
laboratory facilities, personnel, drugs or otherwise did treat, care for and attend John Ritter,
including, but not limited to, the providing of physicians, nurses, and attendants. |

16. In connection with the diagnosis, care, observation, attention, and such other
treatment provided to John Ritter, the Defendants, and each of them, represented and warranted
that they possessed and would use that degree of medical and/or hospital and/or laboratory skill,
care, knowledge and learning which is ordinarily and commonly possessed and/or exercised by
medical facilities, doctors, physicians, medical specialists, laboratory and x-ray technicians, and
others in good standing practicing in the same localities as the Defendants herein, and each of
them. That despite said representations and warranties, the Defendants, and each of them, did
negligently and carelessly diagnose, fail to diagnose, inform, failed to inform, warn, failed to
warn, altend, furnish equipment and laboratory and x-ray facilities, supervise, entrust, control and
treat John Ritter, in that, without being limited thereto, they negligently failed to recognize, timely
diagnose and/or properly treat an aortic and/or thoracic aneurysm, and/or some other disorder
without being limited thereto, and the subsequent improper treatment, including providing
medication, catheterization and surgery performed on John Ritter on September 11, 2003, without
being limited thereto. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, Mr. Ritter suffered an untimely death
at the age of 54, leaving his widow, Amy Yasbeck, and four children, Carly Ritter, Tyler Ritter,

Jason Ritter, and Stella Ritter. If the proper procedures had been followed to diagnose and treat
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Mr. Ritter’s symptoms, he would be alive and well today.
FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Wrongful Death of John Ritter On Behalf of Plaintiff Amy Yasbeck, Individually, and
Stella Ritter, by and through her Guardian Ad Litem, Amy Yasbeck
Against All Defendants)

17.  Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference as if set forth in full and at length
herein the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 16, inclusive.

18. On or about September 11, 2003, without being limited thereto, defendants,
PROVIDENCE ST. JOSEPH MEDICAL CENTER; BURBANK EMERGENCY MEDICAL
GROUP, INC.; LAWRENCE WELLS, M.D.; ELI RALPH CAPOUYA, M.D.; JOSEPH LEE,
M.D.; RICHARD J. KROOP, M.D., AND DOES 1 THROUGH 120, herein medically treated and
cared for plaintiffs' decedent JOHN RITTER, without being limited thereto. During this period of
time defendants, and each of them, did undertake for compensation the medical diagnosis, care,
treatment, observation and atiention of Mr. Ritter, as well as providing all operative care, tests,
and furnishing all necessary equipment, facilities, laboratory facilities, radiological facilities,
personnel, drugs, testing, or otherwise did freat, care for and attend Mr. Ritter, including, bul not
limited to, the providing of physicians, nurses, attendants, and laboratory technicians.

19, In connection with the diagnosis, care, observation, attention, and such other
treatment provided to Mr. Ritter, the defendants and each of them, did represent and warrant that
they did possess and would use that degree of medical and/or hospital and/or laboratery and/or
radiological skill, care, knowledge, and learning which is ordinarily and commonly possessed
and/or exercised by medical facilities, clinics, hospitals, doctors, physicians, medical specialists,

and radiological and laboratory technicians, and ordinarily possessed and exercised by other

reputable members of the profession under the same or similar circumstances practicing in the

same or similar locality as the defendants herein, and each of them.
20.  That despite said representations and warranties the defendants and each of them,

did negligently and carelessly diagnose, failed to diagnose, examine, failed to examine, observe,
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failed to observe, inform, failed to inform, warn, failed to warn, attend, furnish equipment, and
radiological and laboratory facilities, supervise, entrust, obtain consent, control, treat, failed to
treat, recognize, follow, and care for plaintiffs’ decedents, without being limited thereto, and as a
direct and legal result thereto decedent, JOHN RITTER, died on September 11, 2003. If the
proper procedures had been followed to diagnose and treat Mr. Ritter’s symptoms, he would be
alive and well today.

21.  On or about September 11, 2003, at or about 6:10 p.m., JOHN RITTER, presented
at the emergency room of defendant PROVIDENCE ST. JOSEPH MEDICAL CENTER with
complaints of chest pain and tightness, nausea, vomiting, and dizziness. He was examined by
defendants BURBANK EMERGENCY MEDICAL GROUP, INC.; LAWRENCE E. WELLS,
M.D.; ERIC LEE. M.D.; and RICHARD J. KROOP, M.D. in the emergency room. Mr. Ritter was
initiaily misdiagnosed with an acute myocardial infarction. Mr. Ritter was taken to the cardiac
catheterization lab for emergency left heart catheterization and possible coronary intervention.
After Mr. Ritter underwent the left heart catheterization, it was determined that there was no
significant coronary artery disease. Mr. Ritter developed cardiac arrest in the catheterization lab.
Defendants again misdiagnosed Mr. Ritter with pericardial tamponade and an emergency left
anterior thoracotomy was performed, which revealed no pericardial tamponade. Mr. Ritter had a
large ascending aortic aneurysm with a severe dissection. Due to the failure to properly diagnose
Mr. Riiter’s condition, and the improper and unnccessary procedures performmed, including
medications, catheterization and an emergency thoracotomy, without being limited thereto, Mr.
Ritter died at 10:48 p.m. on September 11, 2003.

22, Over the course of approximately four and one-half hours on September 11, 2003,
defendants, and each of them, negligently and carelessly failed to timely diagnose, supervise,
control, treat, recognize, follow, and care for John Ritter, without being limited thereto, and as a
direct and legal result thereto, Plaintiffs’ decedent, JOHN RITTER, age 54, died at 10:48 p.m. on
September 11, 2003. If the proper procedures had been followed to diagnose and treat Mr. Ritter’s

symptoms. he would be alive and well today.
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23.  As a direct and legal result of the negligence, carelessness and other tortious,
unlawful and wrongful acts and conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, and of their
respective agents, servants, employees and authorizeci representatives as aforesaid, Plaintiffs’
decedent, JOHN RITTER, died, and, as a result, the Plaintiffs have suffered loss of financial
support, have been deprived of the support and contributions from past and future earnings,
accumulations, and inheritance, and loss of services, love, comfort affection,  companionship,
guidance, society, care, solace, grief and sorrow, and moral support of a kind and loving husband
and father, all to their general damages in a sum well in excess of the jurisdictional minimum of
this Court.

24.  As a further direct and legal result of the negligence, carelessness and other
tortious, uniawful and wrongful acts and conduct of the defendants, and cach of them, certain
expenses have been incurred for medical expenses of said decedent, the exact amount of which is
unknown to plaintiffs at this time, and plaintiffs will ask leave of this Court to amend this
complaint to set forth the exact amount thereto when same is ascertained.

25.  As a further direct and legal result of the negligence, carelessness and other
tortious, unlawful and wrongful acts and conduct of the defendants, and each of them, certain
expenses have been incurred for the funeral and burial of said decedent, the exact amount of which
is unknown to plaintiffs at this time, and plaintiffs will ask leave of this Court to amend this
complaint to set forth the exact amount thereto when same is ascertained.

26. As a further direct and legal result of the negligence, carelessness and other
tortious, unlawful and wrongful acts and conduct of the defendants, and each of them, plaintiffs
are entitled to prejudgment interest from the date of death.

1
i
1
H
1
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

(Wrongful Death of John Ritter On Behalf of
Plaintiffs Carly, Tyler, and Jason Ritter
Against All Defendants)

27.  Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference as if set forth in full and at length
herein the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 26, inclusive.

28. On or about September 11, 2003, without being limited thereto, defendants,
PROVIDENCE ST. JOSEPH MEDICAL CENTER; BURBANK EMERGENCY MEDICAL
GROUP, INC.; LAWRENCE WELLS, M.D.; ELI RALPH CAPOUYA. M.D.; JOSEPH LEE,
M.D.; RICHARD J. KROOP, M.D.. AND DOES 1 THROUGH 120, berein medically treated and
cared for plaintiffs' decedent JOHN RITTER, without being limited thereto. During this period of
time defendants, and each of them, did undertake for compensation the medical diagnosis, care,
{reatment, observation and attention of Mr. Ritter, as well as providing all operative care, tests,
and furnishing all necessary equipment, facilities, laboratory facilities, radiological facilities,
personnel, drugs, testing, or otherwise did treat, care for and attend Mr. Ritter, including, but not
limited to, the providing of physicians, nurses, attendants, and laboratory technicians.

29. In connection with the diagnosis, care, observation, attention, and such other
treatment provided to Mr. Ritter, the defendants and each of them, did represent and warrant that
they did possess and would use that degree of medical and/or hospital and/or laboratory and/or
radiological skill, care, knowledge. and learning which is ordinarily and commonly possessed
and/or exercised by medical facilities, clinics, hospitals, doctors, physicians, medical specialists,
and radiological and laboratory technicians. and ordinarily possessed and exercised by other
reputable members of the profession under the same or similar circumstances practicing in the
same or similar locality as the defendants herein, and each of them.

30,  That despite said representations and warranties the defendants and each of them,
did negligently and carelessly diagnose, failed to diagnose, examine, failed to examine, observe,

failed to observe, inform, failed to inform, warn, failed to warn, attend, furnish equipment, and
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